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examination of the earlier works. It shows us the completion
of the great change which we have so often noted in its earlier
stages, the change from a political to an economic outlook,
from the political consciousness of a citizen to the economic
purpose of an individual human being. We must not forget
that this change was closely linked with the individualization
of life and mind which is typical of the period. Social life
became private life, the patriotism of the citizens became the
egotism of class-conscious individuals. The new factors which
appear in the Ploutos confirm our conviction that there is a
fundamental unity throughout the varied aspects of the change.
In the following chapters our task will be to demonstrate the
unity of the whole by examining the social, economic, and
spiritual aspects of the various spheres in which it displayed
itself.